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U.S.S. PORTSMOUTH 
Off Yerba Buena 
July 9th, 1846 
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Military possession having this day taken 
place and the Flag of the United States dis- 
played in obedience to the orders of the Commander 
in Chief of the U. S. Squadron, John B, Sloat 

now in possession of Monterey, I have the honor 
to call upon all the residents of this district 
agreeably to the laws of the U. S. of America 
regulating the militia, to enroll themselves into 
a military company, appoint their own officers 
and observe such rules and regulations as shall 
be issued for the maintainance of order; and for 
the protection of property in Yerba Buena and 

its immediate neighborhood, 


Henry B. Watson Esq., whom I have appointed 
the Military Commandant (pro tem) of all Marines 
and Militia; to whom I require that all reports 
shall be made, as soon as the Militia shall be 
organized = and whose call upon the Militia, I 
am confident will be properly and honorably 
complied with. 


In the event of attack by Mexican and other 
forces upon Yerba Buena, all necessary assistance 
will be immediately landed from the U.S.Se Ports= 
mouth; and in the meantime your country expects, 
and your best interests require that every man 
will do his utmost to protect his home and defend 
the Flag of the U, States. 


(Signed) John B, Montgomery 
Commander 
UeSe5- Portsmouth 
Anchorage Yerba Buena 


<—— The Helm of the PORTSMOUTH 
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U.S.S. PORTSMOUTH 
Yerba Buena, July 8th, 186 


At 3 past seven o'clock tomorrow morning I propose landing a considerable body ee 
of men under arms, and to march them from the boats to the flag staff in Yerba Buena, 
upon which at 8 o'clock I shall hoist the Flag of the U. States under a salute of 
twenty guns from the Portsmouth after which the proclamation of the Commander in Chief, 
Commodore Sloat, will be read in both languages for the information of all classes. 

I will thank you therefore to have it translated and ready for that purpose at the 
appointed hour, And be pleased to present my compliments to the Alcaldy and say, if 
agreeable to him, I shall be gratified to see him present on the occasion that I may 
under the authority of the proclamation confirm him in his official position until the 
pleasure of the (illegible word) in Chief shall be known. 


To Very respectfully etc. etc. 
William Liedesdorff John B. Montgomery, Commander 
Vice Counsul of U. States 
-~-From the Quarterly, California Historical 
Society 


THE PORTSMOUTH and her HELM 


The PORTSMOUTH was a United States Navy Sloop-of-War, launched in 183 at Ports- 
mouth Navy Yard. Three years later, it sailed into San Francisco Bay and on July 9, 
1846 landed a detachment of Marines, under command of James B, Montgomery, who raised 
the first Stars and Stripes over the city. Names associated with this event are per- 
- petuated in San Franciscots Portsmouth Square and Montgomery Street. The PORTSMOUTH 
was docked at the spot upon which, after the Bay was filled in, the Bank of America's 
first head office was opened in 1908, at the southeast corner of Clay and Montgomery 
St. Because of this historical coincidence the PORTSMOUTH is pictured on the Bank's 
seal, checks and pass books, and on the service pins awarded to staff members, 


After active service in all parts of the world, the PORTSMOUTH was later used as a 
training ship, It was finally sold for salvage in 1915, 


The helm of the PORTSMOUTH however, consisting of two joined wheels of sturdy 
Honduras mahogany, with spokes of oak, was saved and presented to the Portsmouth 
(N.H.) Yacht Club, Staff members of the Bank of America, by voluntary contributions, 
raised a fund with which the helm was purchased and presented to the Bank's founder, 
A. P. Giannini when their new headquarters building on Montgomery Street was dedica= 
ted on December 9, 191. 

From the Bankamerican 


We are especially indebted to Captain R. Le Lobez, F.R.G.S., for his help and 
assistance in presenting these historical papers to the Guild. We are also indebted 
to the Bank of America for the photo of the Helm and other valuable assistance, Study 
the beautiful 10! model of the PORTSMOUTH on the lth floor of their building. See 
“American Sailing Navy" by Howard I. Chapelle for complete details of plans, spar 
dimensions, etc. of the PORTSMOUTH for ship modeling. We thank the California His-= 
torical Society for their kind permission to use the copies of the "Two Historic , 
Documents" from their Quarterly. 


° « « e Sperm teeth and whalebone can be bought of Mrs. Bob Dawson, 2615 Harrison fd 
Ave., Eureka, Calif,, according to Stuart Boland. 

« « « e The Secretary would like to know the whereabouts of the List of Medford-Built 
Ships by Dre Horace K, Richardson which is out on a routing. It was sent to Washing= 

ton with instructions to deliver to John Lyman and Fran Taylor. When finished with 


it please send it to Mary H. Davis, Librarian, Medford Public Library, Medford, Mass. 
who wishes to copy it for their files, 
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- DESIGNED AND PUBLISHED BY W. F. SWAZEY. 
OVER THE BONES OF SHIPS 
The Montgomery Street Fill-San Francisco 
by Daniel F,. MacNeil 
a San Francisco, far beyond any other seaport town has more ships in one close spot 
-----but they are all underground. It has been estimated there were five hundred and 
twenty-six craft of all kinds drifting in the cove of Yerba Buena in July of 1850. 
They were abandoned by captains, mates and crews who took off as soon as they dropped | 
their anchors to the "diggins" in the hills. Everyone only thought of GOLD, which 
could be had for the digging from the rolling hills north and east of Sacramento, ) 
then known as Sutter's Forte 7 
But it was not as easy as all that, for the way to the gold fields was a tough 
journey. There were no roads and the trails followed along the Sacramento and San | 
Joaquin Rivers. There was no travel on the river, and crews took the ships! boats and 
‘started rowing, but there were many dangers for the unwary. 
These old abandoned ships reminds one of the legends of the ships in the Sar= 
; gasso Sea, When the wind blew through their matted and entwined rigging it gave off 
a mournful howl. When the action of the waves scraped their hulls together at night 
. there were sounds like the cry of a coyote or mountain lion, probably their cry of 
2 This cove of Yerba Buena started about at that part of the land which meets the 
bay at the foot of Telegraph Hill to where Rincon Street meets the Bay, and it ran 
back to where Montgomery Street is now; that was the shore line. Montgomery Street 
is now the heart of the financial district. The next street to Montgomery is Kearney, 
| and about the middle of this start street was the Plaza, the center of the old town, o 
now known as Portsmouth Square, named in honor of the U.S.S. PORTSMOUTH, Captain 
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Montgomery's ship. 


The distance from Montgomery Street to the Ferry Building now is seven city 


blocks. The Cove was filled in during the latter 50s and '60s by pick and shovel | 
one horse dump carts, a massive job for those days, and the fill was made over the . 
bones of old sunken ships. 


But many of these old ships were wrecked or torn to pieces for their metal by 
the junk dealer or beachcomber, According to an article in the "Weekly Bulletin" of 
February 1857, which stated that Chinamen hired by a Charles Hare were working sal= 
vaging metal from these ships which were at Rincon Street —- the REGULUS, FORTUNE, 
CANDACE, HARRIET, and PANAMA. Some of these Chinamen were working on their own, but 
they couldn't get it all and the part below the waterline was covered by the "fill", 
Some of the owners of these craft had sold them for a very low price, others let them 
go for port dues and some scuttled them over water lots, One of the stories told by 
an old timer, native son, long since dead, of his grandfather who landed at this cove 
about 1846 or 'h7 from an Italian ship, A man owning some of these water lots, offered 
him those lots for a pair of long legged leather boots, seaman'ts boots of that day. 
The offer was quickly turned down as the owner of the boots thought the owner of the 


lots crazy to ask him such a price for a lot of mud. But what mudi!! Those same lots 
are now worth millions, 


There were the APOLLO and GENERAL HARRISON used as warehouses along with INEZ, 
RESOLUTA, and ARKANSAS and the most noted one the NIANTIC, the remains of this ship 

is known to be under the Niantic Building at the corner of Sansome and Clay Streets, 
There is a plaque on this building which reads: “The Emigrant Ship NIANTIC stood on 
this spot when the water came up to Montgomery Street, converted into other uses it 
was covered with a shingle roof (see illustration in Journal, Vol. IV, Jan. 1952) 
with offices and stores on deck,."' After the fire of 1851, while trying to repair her, 
they found in her lower deck several quarts and pints of champagne. These had been 
forgotten since her arrival here on July 5th, 1849. The PIEDMONT and the CASILADA 
were used as stores, while the PANAMA became the First Methodist Episcopal eee The 
city bought one of these old hulks, the EUPHEMIA, for its first jail. 


Felix Riesenberg, Jr. in his book "Golden Gate = The Story of San Francisco Har= 
bor" says: "It was a common sight to see two or three houses, then the bow of a ship 
with a hole cut in her stem for a door, the hawse pipes serving as windows. The old 
vessels had the reputation of being the driest buildings in that wet cityeeeWith the 
rents at $3000.00 a month and up, they made more money stranded than ever afloat", 
Many’of these craft were abandoned on the rivers, There were all types of vessels, 
including a galliot and a few feluccas and a Chinese pirate craft, the 100 year old 
WHANG HO, Some of these ships were famous, the CADMUD it was said, brought General 
Lafayette to this country; the PLOVER spent years in the Arctic looking for Sir 


John Franklin, and Hare, the junk dealer, had her figurehead in his store, a beautiful 
carving of a serpente 


Recently another old hulk was excavated, this time from the foot of 16th Street; 
many tried to solve the mystery -- if she was a ship, brig or steam whaler and how 
she got there, where she came from and what was her name? J. Porter Shaw, NeReGe, 
spoke of her and said she might be one of the old China Mail ships, as they used this 

dock years ago, I investigated and contacted a Mr. R. A. Satteruthwaite, State Wharf- 
inger, and he said the old hull was entirely removed and said the wood was heavy oak 
framing and planking and held by hand wrought brass spikes. He took me over to the 

Loop Lumber Company and I met “Herman't, the foreman there, who said he used to swim 

off this old sunken hull but he never saw 2 name on it. I was told that there was an € 
article in the San Francisco Call about it but I found a larger and better story in 

the Daily Commercial. This story said that the old timers around the waterfront were 
ready to advance theories as to what she might be, One said it was the old Navy 

Frigate PENSACOLA, burned and sunk around 1910, another said it was the American bark 

MAY FLINT which blew up in Mission Bay in 1898 and still another said it was the old 
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Pacific Mail Liner ORIZABA which used to dock there, 


But Harry Haverside, a second generation of ship chandler and salvager, whose 
ee office at hO Spear Street, contains an envied collection of waterfront relics, said 

. that the above theories could not be, as he remembered that the PENSACOLA "was sunk 
around the point from Hunter's Point, where she burned" and that he remembers the ex= 
plosion of the MAY FLINT, and that was “off Mission Rock on the day the boys came home 
from Manilla", He said it could be an old steam whaler as the Pacific Steam Whaling 
Company took over this dock after the Pacific Mail gave it up. This could be = for 
there was a good size brass valve recovered from the wreck while blasting, 


Such like the above, from time to time, old buildings are being wrecked and large 
new ones are built on lower Market Street and as they excavate they are bound to run 
into some old hull rotting away, what kind of a craft, where she hailed from or her 

name, probably will never be known. 


Here is a partial list of the vessels which were buried in the Montgomery Street 


fill, and which were in the mud in February 1857 (no mention made of schooners, sloops 
and other craft). 


SHIPS 


out BARKS 
MOUNT VERNON MERSEY APHTROP PLOVER COPIOPO 
REGULES PANTHEON ANN DUTCHESS LADY ADAMS FAME 
ZUID POOL MARTHA BYRON OF CLARENCE BACCHUS 
JOSEPHINE CAROLINE AUGUSTA SALEM PLEIADES APORTO 
ALCESTE GENERAL HARRISON PANAMA ALOCIPE TALCA BAY STATE 
ANN MARY ANN CALEDONIA NIANTIC CANDACE 
SACRAMENTO WILLIAM GRAY JOHN MUNN AMELIA 
JAMES STUART JAVA HENRY EURBANK HARVEST MARICE 
THAMES | FRANCIS ANN THOMAS BENNETT CHESTER 
CADMUS HENRY LEE DIANT HE CLARION 
CALLAO GRETRY MONTANLA CONGRESS 
PRESCOTT ENVOY PERU 
FORTUNE GANGE BARKS CHALCEDONY 
EMPRESS MARGARET JOHN ADAMS RUSSELL 
NEPTUNE BLACK EAGLE GENETTA DE GOITO 


GOLCONDA EDWIN 


SONORA 


Key to the identity of lettéred items in the picture of San Francisco 1846 7,. 
A. USS PORTSMOUTH 

B. USS TRANSPORT SHIPS = LOO CHOW, SUSAN DREW, THOMASH, PERKINS 

C. VANDALIA = Merchant Ship consigned to Howard and Mellus 

De. Coasting Schooner 


Montgomery Street in the middle distance, photo courtesy Society of California 
Pioneers ¢ 


WITH ALL HANDS 


Prior to World War II, the United States lost the following craft with all hands, 
Due to the fact that the old sailing ships often could not report their position for 
long periods, only the year of loss is accurately known, there being no way to de= 
termine the day or month. Each loss is assumed to be due to one of three causes: 
storm, fire or magazine explosion. They are the SARATOGA, 1780; PICKERING, 1800; 
: Gunboat Noe 5, 1807; ETNA, WASP, and LYNX, 1812; EPERVIER, 182); HORNET, 1829; SEA 
GULL, 18393; GRAMPUS, 1843; ALBANY, 185); LEVANT, 1861, Then no more until the 
ba CYCLOPS in World War I and last, the tug CONESTOGA, 1921. 


The pictures of Nantucket showing our members will be out the 2nd or th week 


of August. Member Sayle is on right with beard, Edouard Stackpole is on left with 
Artist Harry Lundgren, center, 
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THE STORY OF THE NEWSBOY 
by Max Me Lembke 


The NEWSBOY has especial interest for me, not only from the historical aspect of bad 
one of the West Coast's few bark rigged vessels, but also from a personal angle. My 
personal interest in the vessel is because my father, Captain Otto Lembke, commanded 
and was part owner of the NEWSBOY for several years in the 19 = "teene", JI can just 
remember playing on the decks of the vessel, some of the furniture that my parents 
used on the NEWSBOY is in our home now. At the Maritime Museum is a photograph of 
her taken when we were loading lumber at Slade'ts Mill in Aberdeen, Washington, 


It is my understanding that shortly after my father sold out of the vessel (ex= 
act date unknown), she was lost off the Mexican Coast of Baja California. We have 
been unable to substantiate this story, if any of the members know about it, I would 
appreciate any information, (Query 192) 


The NEWSBOY was originally built as a bark, a comparatively rare rig for a West 
Coast vessel=-there were only eleven barks built on this coast. She was built by the 
Dickie Bros., San Francisco, in 1882 for Je Je Smith of San Francisco and Santa Cruze 
Captain Smith had begun his career by selling newspapers when a small boy on the 
streets of New York City. Later he moved to California, engaged and prospered in the 
shipping and lumber business. The figurchead of the NEWSBOY, the replica of a small 
newsvendor with his bundle of papers, recalled the early days of Captain Smith. It 
is interesting to note that the NEWSBOY was one of the few vessels built on the West 
Coast adorned with a figurehead, 


At the San Francisco Maritime Museum the story of the NEWSBOY is gone into in 
great detail--there is an excellent model of the vessel (as a barkentine), which is 
probably one of the three finest models in the Museum. The "shingle" of the Museum, ae 
above the front door, is a replica of the transom, complete with taffrail of the 
NEWSBOY, with the carving "Maritime Museum, San Francisco", This occupies the space 
over the main doors, It is 21 feet long on a scale of three-quarters of life size. 


The plans were rescaled by Glenn Berger, NeRe Ge the work of construction was 
done under his direction at the Samuel Gomper's Trade School, San Francisco, This 
school took on the building of the transom as a class project, the class supervisors 
and Glenn worked in building and installing the transom and the actual labor and 
equipment involved in hoisting the replica into place was donated by Foster & Kleiser 
of this city. The transom was the piece de resistance in our opening day ceremonies, 
being hidden by a drape until the Mayor pulled the cord when officially opening the 
museum to the public. 


ADDITIONAL STUDY ON CLIPPERS NECESSARY 


From a letter by Howard I. Chapelle. There is no question but that a good deal 

of work in addition to what I did on clipper ships should be done and I would be 

glad to allow anyone to copy what I have here. I only wish I had kept all the 

sketches I made, showing rough projection of buttocks in the run of many of the clip- 
pers as it is a nice field for discussion as to the relative qualities of the models 

and plans, But,I thought the matter too technical for "American Sailing Ships" so 
confined myself to a general statement as you can see there. What I had plus Carl 
Cutler's illustrations made a reasonably complete cross-section, I believe, I 

have tried to pick up all plans I thought trustworthy but where I was in doubt or 

where I found plans after the study, I have kept notes for future research, - 


From the Secretary: The List of Ship Photos of Morton-Waters is out on routing = 
Please send it to Fred T, Manning, 207 We. 6th Ave., Vancouver 7, Be Co 


s 


THE FIRST SHIP 
TO ENTER THE GOLDEN GATE 


Over a period of two hundred years, 
explorers like Cabrillo, Drake, Germano, 
Vancouver and Vizcaino, sailed along the 


West Coast of North America and failed 
to find the Golden Gate and San Francis- 
co Baye The San Carlos commanded by Don 
Gasper Portolo, was the first ship to 
enter the Golden Gate on August 5, 1775, 


The San Carlos was the ex El Toison 
de Oro or the "Fleece of Gold", a pro= 
phetic name. A Spanish Mission and a 
presidio was established in 1776. A 
pueblo or village was built in 1777 which 
was named Yerba Buena, Passed from Span- 
ish to Mexican control in 1821 after 
Mexico's successful revolution against 
Spain. 


Occupied by U.S,.Naval forces under 
Captain John B. Montgomery 1846. Name 
changed to San Francisco 187. 


The picture of the San Carlos was 
made from a photo of the original paint- 
ing by We Francis in the Hall of the 
Bancroft Library at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 


Captain Re Le Lobez 
FeReGede 


ABRAHAM RYDBERG 
The Last Square Rigger to Depart 
San Francisco with California Grain 
Bound Around Cape Horn 
Excerpts from the abridged log of the 
FOZ Do Douro Ex ABRAHAM RYDBERG Ex 
HAWAIIAN ISLES, 
By Capt.e J, Ferrell Colton 


HAWAIIAN ISLES 


Built 1890 by Charles Connell & Co. 
of Whiteinch, Glasgow, Scotland, Captain 
Oscar Kustel, First voyage Swansea = San 
Francisco, 18926 

1892 Heavy weather off Cape Horn for= 
ced her to go East about -- ) m Bq. John 
ENA had same experience at same time, 

1896 Newcastle - San Francisco. Mre 
Charles R,. Patterson a member of the crewe 

OLIVEBANK in company. 

Alexandra from Newcastle = came in on 
fire. Those on board saw BLAIRMORE cap= 
size in Mission Bay. 

1900 = sold to Planters Line Shipping 
Co. (‘elsh & Co.) of San Francisco. 
mitted to U. S. Registry. Capt. 0. Rice 
appointed to command. 

1901 = Capt. 0. Rice resigned com= 
mand, Capt. Walter Mallet, late of the 
1,572 gross ton bark GUY C. GOSS, appoint= 
ed to command. Wife aboard. Sugar to 
New York = loaded general cargo == car= 
riages; furniture; axe, hoe & shovel 


- + - 
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handles in crates, harnesses; hardware; 1930 = Gothenberge. Re-constructed: 
patent medicines; tinned fruits; rolls of 53,0! bridge added increasing size to 2, 
printing paper; barrels of printers ink; 345 gross tons & increasing net to 1,966. 
glassware; baby carriages; footwear, etc. New measurement: 260.9! x 3.2! x 23,6'. 


1907 = Coal Strike, Newcastle, tied Installed double lifts and back ropes on 
up with 130 sailing vessels including: yards, Set triangular courses, 


A.J, FULLER, AVON, BEN LEE, COLLUNA, COMET, 1935 = Capt. S. G. Hallstrom relieved 
DAYLIGHT, GENERAL FAIRCHILD, GOVERNOR Capt. Sy Tamm who stayed ashore as Port 
ROBIE, HANS, ISAAC REED, JAMES DRUMMOND, Captain. 

JUTEOPOLIS, KAIULANI, KENTMERE, LARGIEMORE, 1936 = Run into by Bre SeSeKORANTON 
MARLBOROUGH HILL, S. D. CARLETON, W. F. off start point, Devon, England, Sustain- 


BABCOCK & ZINITA, ed crumpled main topgallant mast, damage 
1907 - Newcastle to San Francisco = to port bow, and 2 boats smashed. 


raced = A.J. FULLER, COMET, DAYLIGHT, 1937 - Capt. O. Malmberg, former 2nd 
GENERAL FAIRCHILD, GOVERNOR ROBIE, FALLS & lst Officer, relieved Capt. S. Ce Hall= 
OF CLYDE, ISAAC REED, JAMES DRUMMOND, strom who took SOUTHERN CROSS, 

KAIULANI, KENMORE, LARGIEMORE, OLYMPIC, 1938 - 9 British boys in crews Mrse 
S. D. CARLETON and W.F. BABCOCK to West Halmberg sailed with husband. 

Coast of Us Se 1940 - Was bound to Sweden and was 


1907 = Discharged coal San Francis= in position N. of Faroes, 24 days out when 
co — DAYLIGHT won race in 60 days. KAIU- Germans invaded Norway. Ordered to New 
LANI 2nd in 83 days. York. As ABRAHAM RYDBERG, she averaged 

, 108.7 days outwards and 119 homewards 
STAR OF GREENLAND = Sold to Alaska while engaged in the Australian grain 


Packers Association, California, for trade. 

$60,000.00 = $40,000.00 higher than for 

2,000 ton sailing vessel at that time. FOZ DO DURO. 

Renamed STAR OF GREENLAND. Rigged down 1942—ABRAHAM RYDBERG sold to Julio 

skysails and cut down poles. Riberio Campos of Operto, Portugal. Name ra 
1916 = United Engineering Works ex= changed to FOZ DO DURO. 

tended poop 32,0! increasing tonnage to 1943 = Baltimore = loaded Red Cross 


2,179 and decreasing net to 1,9. Re- supplies. 

arranged quarters. 1944 - Lisbon, converted to auxiliary 
1918 = Nanaimo to San Francisco= Dis- with installation of 2 Fairbanks, Morse 

charged 3,330 long tons for 2 passages. & Coe diesel engines, 2 S.C. SA 12 Cye 

Loaded cannery personnel & supplies. STAR 1)'"=17", 13 MN. (Twin Screw)e 1 Dke 

of GREENLAND'S passages to Alaska averaged 2nd dk, aft. 2 tr. Be & bulkheads ce~ 


19 days and her return passages to San mented. Machinery aft. Royal yards sent 
Francisco, 15. down e 
1949 = Gross now 2,313 & net 1,905. 

ABRAHAM RYDBERG * 1922 sold to Yellow funnel with ownerts initial painted 
Rydbergska Stiftelsen (Abraham Rydberg ~~ om small pennant. Topgallant masts rigged 
Society) of Stockholm, Sweden, for $20,000 down,jigger 6' higher. Only main and mizze: 
to be managed by Rederi A/B. Sunnan ~ course yards remained in place. Bowsprit 
(Nordstrom & Thulin). Capt. Sune Tamm shortened. Operating as full motor vessel, 
appointed to command, 1950 = Collision with Hond. Se Se 

1930 — Refitted. Loaded full cargo of Rosario in New Orleans. Sustained slight 
Noe 1 California barley at record low damage & loss of head of figurehead, 
freight. Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ames of Calif- 1951 = Laid up in Tagus River, Port= 
ornia, as passengerSe ugale 


1952 = So far as ¢an be ascertained 
is still afloat, 


SHIP MODEL NEWS ITEM from the "Shipmodeler", June 1930 & 


The Washington, D. C. Yard is functioning and has had four meetings. Albert Ce 
Wagner, 1030 Evarts Ste, NeE. is the secretary. In Boston, Harry D. Hamilton of 65 
Loring Rde, Winthrop, has been away a long time but is now getting the local members 
in line for their chapter, 
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AMERICAN BUILT CHINESE JUNKS 
by Robert A, Nash 


All of us who are interested in American watercraft know of the foreign influence 
to some of our regional types such as the Greek sponge fisherman and the San Francis= 
co feluccas. Another type not so well known is the Chinese junk built on the Pacific 
Coast. Published information on these craft is very limited and those who can re= 
member sceing them know little about them, Altho these vessels were built in the 
United States, they were considered alien vessels and sailed under custom house per= 
mits instead of being documented. Eventually a law was passed barring the Chinese 
from ownership and those that continued to sail out of American ports were sold to 
Americans, At one time large fleets of these junks were to be seen at Monterey and 
at San Diego. Most of the San Diego junks were built at nearby Roseville. Both of 
these ports supported large colonies of Chinese fishermen. Two other types of boats 
were in use at both ports and the junk fisherman was probably in the minority. 


The junks built in California used the native redwood but that was as far as 
Americanization went. The construction details are typically Chinese. The Oriental 
junk that they most nearly resembled is the "Tongkang". The placing of the masts 
in the "Tongkeng" is a little different and they ran a little bigger than the Calif- 
ornia junks but otherwise they were very similiar. 


The hull was tarvel built with two inch redwood planking edge nailed on six 
inch centers. Black iron cut nails were used and those that perished of nail sick= 
ness must have been many. The keel was Oregon pine. They had considerable sheer, 

a raking stem and flaring bow. The stern was narrow and dory-like with an overhang= 
ing deck like most Oricntal junks. The rudder is of the unbalanced type with diamond 
shaped perforations to ease the steering. Like other Oriental shoal draft junks 

the rudder is disproportionally large as it serves as a keel when in its lowered 
position. On entering shoal water the rudder is raised in a well in the stern, The 
rudder is fitted with a conventional tiller, 


There is a small hold aft and living quarters covered with a hatch just forward 
of that. The remainder of the space below deck was devoted to fish holds. The fish 
holds were covered with a large hatch. A typical Chinese windlass was located just 
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between the foremast and the mainmast, and no doubt the anchor too, was in the Chinese 
style. The junks were two or three=-masted and were classed as schooners in the List 
of Merchant Vessels. They carried balanced lug cotton sails similar to lorchas. The 
foremast is stepped near the stem, rakes forward and has two backstays. The mainmast 


is Stepped vertically just forward of amidships and has a pair of shrouds on each 
Side, one set forward and one abaft the mast. 


These vessels were cheaply and roughly built and were very fast. They were used 
extensively in smuggling and were easily able to outrun the Mexican Costa. The sketch 


was made by Charles By Hudson in 1889 to illustrate an article "The Fishing Vessels 
and Boats of the Pacific Coast" by J. W. Collins. 


At the present time only eight of these vessels are known by name or description. 
This information is given here because it gives a good idea of the size range and gen= 
eral proportions and is in the following order: official number, gross tonnage, net 
tonnage, length x breadth x depth, date and place of build. 


ACME (106960), 9676 = 9.27, 45.0 x 12.0 x 4.0, 188), Roseville. 

ALTA (106970), 8.59 = 8.17, 40.8 x 12.6 x 3.7, 188), Roseville. 

CHROMO (126804), 10.26 = 9.75, 40.3 x 10.6 x i, 1891, San Diego. 
Name changed to SAILOR BOY in 1895. 

FANN(120829), 5.28 = 5.02, 29.5 x 11.0 x 3.0, 1891, San Diego. Stranded 22 Nov. 
1908 on China Point, Mexico, 

HONG KONG (96202), 14.61 - 13,88, 52.0 x 16.0 x h.0, 1884, Roseville. 

PEKING (150693), 18.93 - 17.98, 51.5 x 16.0 x 3.9, 188, San Diego 

WORLD = nothing known of her except name, 

(Unknown) The vessel in the sketch accompanying this article (—), — — 14.30 
tons, 54.0 x 12.0 x 4.0. 


GUILD DICTIONARY PROJECT 
by John Lyman 


Moses Boat turns out to be a very old type in America. L. W. Jenkins gives a ref- 
erence from Boston News Letter of March 1736, and E, P. Hamilton another from an es= 
tate inventory in 1767. Chapelle's "American Small Sailing Craft" has plans of a 
Moses of 1806 and of a "double Moses"; not one of twice the normal size, as might be 
expected, but a double-ender. The name Moses boat must have been applied originally 
in a humorous sense comparing the rather full outlines of the boat, which was used 
to lighter sugar and molasses hogsheads in the West Indies, to the traditional bul= 
rush vessel in which Pharaoh's daughter found the infant Moses. 

The fishing-industry columns in the "Gloucester Daily Times" yield some inter= 
esting examples of Nautical English. It never speaks of a vessel's "catch" for ex = 
amples A dragger or trawler returns from sea with a trip or fare. The captain has 
kept track of the approximate weight of fish caught, and hails or hails for the es= 
timated amount. There may be several different kinds of fish in the hail; and all 
are eventually sold to buyers at various prices. The fish are unloaded by lumpers, 
fishermen having gone home;and the exact quantities are weighed-out, The final amounts 
to be paid by the buyers to be determined by the weigh-out and the receipts for the 
various kinds of fish make up the stock, which is shared among vessel owner, skipper, 
and fishermen. The statistice of the industry list landings of rosefish, haddock, 
scrod, etc, 

Cutter=brig is a word found in many nautical dictionaries, but not well defined. 
Smyth (who invented some rather wild definitions and etymologies) lists it as a kind 
of ketch;but I have always doubted this, However a member sends a reference to a 
eutter=built brig in the Quasi War Documents for 30 Jan. 1800, and the N.E.D. has a 
quotation from Weale's "Rudiments of Navigation" (c,.1850) showing that a brig-rigged 
cutter-built vessel is a cutter brig. This can hardly mean anything else than a hull 
built like an English Revenue cutter of the late 16th Century: in other words, clinker= 
built. So a cutter-brig is a clinker built rig. 
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The Nautical Research Journal is published by 
the members of the Nautical Research Guild, a 
non-profit organization. 


The articles, drawings and sketches are con- 
tributed by Guild members and the only revenue is 
from the annual dues. 


SECRETARY'S 
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THE SECRETARY'S MONTHLY LETTER 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1948 


(All Rights Reserved) 
ANNUAL DUES — $5.00 


MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN WILLIS L. NYE 
3038 Bridge Street Hayward, California 


HARRY D. HAMILTON, SECRETARY-TREASURER 


15004 EAST GRANADA AVE. WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, De Ce 


Answer to Query 19h. We have a bit of information which may be of interest 
to answer query number 19 in the Secretary's Monthly Letter of June 1952. Drawings 
of the bark SARAH RIDGEWAY are included in the work of the. Historic American Merchant 
Marine Survey,preserved at the United States National Museum. Hull linesin this survey 
were taken from a half model in the yard office of Jackson and Sharp, Wilmington, 
Delaware. The plan and sail plan were reproduced from photographs and details of the 
model which had rails, houses and mast positions indicated. The section drawing which 
shows construction is approximate. only and was prepared from data furnished by old 


iam workmen in the shipyard. I am enclosing a copy of information received with the draw 
ings. 


Five Hundred Sailing Records of American=Built Ships by Carl C, Cutler, The 
Marine Historical Association Inc., Mystic 1952, contains a reference to RIDGEWAY on 
page 47. The authority for the reference is New York Maritime Register, July 9, 
1879. 


I. enjoy the Journal very much and hope that the above will contribute something 
to the research of your inquirer. 


Yours very truly, 


Frank A, Taylor, 
Head Curator, 
Department of Engineering and Industries 


Note: Additional answers to this query were given by Victor C. West and Wayne B, 
Yarnall. Will the inquirer please send his name to the Secretary. 


From Robert B, Applebee -— Meeting of State of Maine Members, There will 
be a meeting of the members of the Guild this summer. Not only do we expect the 
State of Mainers to attend but the latch string is out for our nearby members and we 
expect some from far away states too. Doctor Richardson will drive down from Balti- 
more and as there are many members who vacation in Maine,we hope to have a good at= 
tendance, Details are not worked out as yet but get in touch with Mrs. Margaret Ne 
Caldwell, East Sullivan, Maine for particulars, 


From William E,. Ember -- The ST, PAUL — Tell Fred T. Manning who is making the 
ee ST. PAUL that he can get a picture of her under sail, crossing three royal yards from 
Williams Marine Photo Salon, Colman Dock, Seattle, Wash, I have a colored lithograph 
of her when she was new, and of all things she was carrying topgallants with reefs in 
them. That was a navy stunt but I never saw it in a merchant vessel. Reefed top= 
gallant sailstl!i Only the Flint Line ships could think of a gag like that, If it 
was time to reef them, it was time to take them in for goshsakes1!} 
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From Bruce Grant (Chairman of the Board), Congratulations on the Journal's 
first color job. I should say the Guild obtained a great scoop on the FLYING FISH. 

In regard to the query of Mr. Schefke on his need for a belaying pin plan of the 
CONSTITUTION--I have one made from notes by Cole WeF. Spicer who built two beautiful 
models of her, one now in the Marine Museum of the old State House, Boston, and the 
other in the Museum of Liberal Arts, Boston, This was sent me long ago by Dr. Karl 
Vogel who by the way gave me all his material on OLD IRONSIDES,. The model in the 
Old State House is a working model and was sailed in one of the nearby rivers and I , 
understand that it took an hour for her lines to be set for the other tack, I am send- 
ing you a photostat of the pin plan, I have most everything on CONSTITUTION material 
by Col. Spicer, including carronades, etc. and will be glad to stand by for questions, 


From Captain Harry O'May, Tasmania, I will send the Guild a picture 

from my negative of one of our old time cutters built in 1832, She eompares favorably 
with Capt. Nat Palmer's HERO (see Capt. Clark's "Clipper Ship Era't), My nephew made 

a model of her which shows her deck plan. I will also get him to send a picture of 


her and if you Yanks have no picture of Capt. Nat's HERO, our old ROYAL WILLIAM will 
be near enough. 


SHIP MODEL TEAM WORK 
Shop Notes from Mr, and Mrs. Churchill 
(From a Letter) 


We have just finished the whaler SUNBEAM. This was the ship we started at the 
time we joined the Guild. We bought our plans from Mr. Channing, 165 Main St., Fair- 
haven, Mass,, and we found them good. As these plans were 3/16'"' = 1!', I bought a 
proportional divider so we could build the bark on 1/" scale. I found these were an 
excellent investment because as well as permitting us to change the scale, they did 

away (practically) with a ruler or scale. This helped Mrs. Churchill no end as tnirtr@® 
seconds and sixty=fourths have always been a mystery to her. Commenced the model 

March 30 and completed her June 10th, approximately 10 weeks. Mrs. Churchill did 

all the masts and yards and the rigging, while I did the hull, deck houses and whale 

boats. 


I may try that redwood advocated by Mr. Herbert Scott, but in the meantime, I 
guess I'll stick to Japanese poplar = which I like very much but until recently I did 
not know exactly why until I met a little Japanese man who explained that it was 
often used in the making of wood cuts because it can be chiseled across the grain as 
well. I know it has good grain and sands well and has just the right hardness, I 
buy it at the "House of Hardwood", 2143 Pontius St., West Los Angeles, Calif, It 
comes in 8" and 10" widths and the regular 1" thickness, which, of course is actually 
13/16", Of course it could be planed thinner but we find that this thickness is ex= 
cellent for lifts of 1/\"" scale models, 


Since building the SUNBEAM, we have been casting around for other models to build 
and as we are rather running out of space to display the ones already built (1h), we 
want to make some smaller ones and yet stay with the 1/4" scale if possible so that 
our ships will be comparable in size. We found that "American Ship Models and How to 
Build Them" by Grimwood, published by Norton was the answer because of several small 
models, well described, with adequate plans. The author says the book is for begin= 
ners, but I would certainly hate to see a rank neophyte attempt to build from the 
book, It is nicely detailed but seems to me to be entirely too technical, however it 
does have out of the ordinary plans such as the "Anchor Hoy", "Skip Jack" and "Scow 
Schooner", 


I think the Guild Ship Model Registry a good idea, but another idea came to mind 
which would be monumental but the most wonderful of all. That is a permanent’ source 
of authentic plans for model ships. The Journal lists some from time to time, but 
they are hard to dig up when wanted. I also realize that the authenticity of a plan 
is difficult to pin down, but any attempt would be better than nothing at all. 
Lester and Cetta Churchill 
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“CLIPPER SHIPS and PACKETS" 
1851-1853 
4s Written by Duncan MacLean 
for 
% "The Atlas of Boston" 


Reprinted by "Log Chips" = 56 pages, 6 3/y"" x 8 3/l", price $2.00, John Lyman, 7801 
Gateway Boulevard, Washington, De Ce 


Many members have praised the fine and complete description of the FLYING FISH 
which Mr. Lyman furnished the Journal last month in his article on this ship, This 
description was written by DuncanMacLean of the “Atlas of Boston", 


"Clipper Ships and Packets" is a collection of the descriptions of many famous 
ships by the same writer. The following is a partial description of Mr. Lyman's 
book as taken from the introduction: 


"In mid-nineteenth century, Boston, the building of a new vessel was front page 
news, even when, like the CHALLENGE, she hailed from the rival port of New York, The 
leading Boston paper in reporting the waterfront activities of clipper ship days was 


the ATLAS, whose marine reporter, though he earned no byline of the time, is identi- 
fiable as Duncan MacLean. 


& former seaman, MacLean was thoroughly versed in all the intricate details of 
wooden shipbuilding as well as in the art of seamanship. His descriptions except for 


a handful of the most noted clippers, have long been almost forgotten in dusty news-= 
paper files, 


I have therefore gathered together here the stories on forty vessels, exactly’ 

ae as they appeared in the ATLAS, They are reproduced by photolithography from pho= 
tostats now in the Library of Congress. To the index has been added the registered 
tonnage and dimensions of each vessel, together with the date of the register", 


The following vessels are described: 


1851 1852 1852 

JOHN BERTRAM ROBBUCK BALD EAGLE 
WITCHCRAFT DAUNTLESS GOLDEN EAGLE 
GAME COCK ROCKET GOLDEN WEST 
SHOOTING STAR POLAR STAR FLYING CHILDERS 
WITCH OF THE WAVE ELLEN FOSTER PHANTOM 
CHALLENGE SOVERIGN OF THE SEAS 1853 
STRAFFORDSYIRE WINGED ARROW FLYING ARROW 
S.S. LEWIS J MONTGOMERY MYSTERY 
WILD PIGEON GEM OF THE OCEAN GOLDEN LIGHT 
MINNA AND BRENDA WESTWARD HO WIZARD 
ANTELOPE JOHN GILPIN WEST WIND 
RAJAH WALLIE WHIRLWIND WILD RANGER 
1852 ORIENT WHISTLER 


HOOGLY WINGED RACER 


We have "kept company" with many of these famous ships in our reading <= We have 

"spoken" them in many of our books, Now with the help of "Clipper Ships and Packets" 
we can read of not only how tall were their masts and how long were their yards but 

‘ty, now we can "see't how they looked on deck and below hatches and have an intimate peep 
into their cabins, It deserves a handy spot on your book shelf and it will prove a 
great help to the clipper ship modeler and researcher, Our thanks and praise to 
John Lyman for this book and we hope that it is a forerunner of others to comes 
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ANNUAL ELECTION 
The Afterguard of the Nautical Research Guild 


From San Francisco Chronicle =- The San Francisco Chapter 
has announced results of its annual election, held last 
Wednesday at the San Francisco Maritime Museum. 

Elected for 1952-53 were Captain Leighton Robinson of 
Mill Valley, Captain; Harry L,. Stoddard of San Francisco, 
Yeoman, 

The Guild is a world wide organization of seafaring men, 
writers, artists, yachtsmen, ship model builders and others 
in research on the days of sail and the lore of the sea. 
Paul Naton=--Guild Public Relations 


From Harry L. Stoddard, Yeoman: The matter of furnishing the Journal with de= 
tails of rigging was discussed and these will be forthcoming from time to time. The 
feature of the evening was the story of Captain Thomas L. Dobsonts voyage in the 90's 
when he was second mate of the GULF STREAM on voyage, London to Melbourne when she 
was dismasted in sudden storm. The GULF STREAM sailed 1000 miles and completed the 
voyage under jury rig. 


It was decided to hold every meeting on a Friday night with advance notice to the 
Journal so that the data may be published in the preceding issue. 


SHIP IN A BOTTLE 
From the Shop of Allan Saunders, 


I am sending a complete layout, drawings and full directions for making a Ship 
in a Bottle of the Down Easter HENRY B. HYDE to fit a /Sths quart. (Note: These 


are very complete and comprise 5 = 83x11" pages. See the Guild Slop Chest for price 
of reproductions, ) 


Also from Mr. Saunders we have the following: € 


How to make celluloid templates from books or other prints without defacing the 
original is easy when you place a piece of celluloid about .03 thick over the draw= 
ings and trace the templates or lines with a sharp sewing needle, with the help of a 
French curvee You can see what you are doing == break off the templates along the 
scratch. You will not ruin good books by smearing pencil and carbon paper on theme 
Material can probably be obtained from a doctor in the form of old x-ray negatives, 


The Story of a Picture of the CUTTY SARK 


Edmund Moran has one true love, the CUTTY SARK, Ed started a one man campaign 
to save this most famous vessel from the junk man, But now the latest report is that 
the English will save her that fate, About the time Ed was waxing strong on his 
campaign -<-along comes a little post card picture of this grand old lady from Capte 
Harry O'May, NeReGe, of Hobart, Tasmania, This little picture was sent to Ed Moran 
in Boston many months ago on loan, Then along comes back not only the original post 
card but a negative and a beautiful clear 8x10 enlargement. It shows the CUTTY SARK 
at anchor at Falmouth, all fit and fine and fancy. The reproduction is a beauty - 
the ship so close, her name may be read at her bow, and also her depth marks on her 
stern can be read with a glass, to say nothing about all her top hamper. The nega- 
tive is 


This picture must be shared with others-=- sendyour order stating size to the 
secretary so that we may learn how many copies are wanted and we will send negative 
or work out some way and at cost price to send an 8x10 enlargement but this latter 


depends upon how many orders we get. The thanks of the Guild go to Capt. Harry O'May 
and Ed Moran, 
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INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


Emmett Ashbel Hoskins, Veterans Adm. Hospital, North Little Rock, Arkansas, Books 
ee about sail, especially Pacific Lumber Trade Vessels, and photos and drawings of these 
vessels, Also interested in Steam, Schooners, and Pacific Shipping in general, Served 
a in U. S. Navy during World War I aboard U.S.S, BROOKLYN and about ) years merchant 
service, including about 8 oil tanks, 8 stcam schooners, several general cargo ves= 


; sels, 2 passenger steamers, 2 outside tugs, sailing schooners, under sail and tow 
in Coastwise Service, 


Dr. E. Richmond Ware, 418 Wilshire Medical Building, 1930 Wilshire Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, Mr. Robert B, Applebee has referred me to the Nautical Research Guild 
with the thought that perhaps some of the members may be able to help me in my search 

for information on some old sailing ships. 


Query Noe 199- The ships about which I have made inquiries were out of New 
York City or Salem, They were vessels upon which my Grandfather Ware, Enoch Richmond 
Ware, sailed as supercargo for the West African Coast in the decade of 1840 to 1850, 
and I am fortunate enough to have a diary written in his own hand, A portion of this 
(about a quarter) has recently been printed in the March, April and May issues of 
"Yachting" for the year 1952, and I am putting the rest of it into shape and trust 
that it may be published in its entirety in book form, Therefore, any additional 
information I may receive about my grandfather or any ships he might have sailed in 
out of Maine as a younger man would be most helpful to me. 


There are no family records available that tell me much about him and, of course, 
any one who knew him is long since dead. The diaries cover the following voyages: 
Brig ROBERT out of New York City, July 21, 180 (about that date); Brig ROBERT, New 
York City, December 2, 182; Brig NORTHUMBERLAND, Salem, October 26, 184; Brig 

age NORTHUMBERL’ND, Salem, April 15, 1845 (about); Brig NORTHUMBERLAND, Salem, September 
19, 1845; and Schooner EUPHEMIA, New York City, February 23, 187--I believe this last 

voyage started from Staten Island rather than the Island of Manhattan, 


I have just come into possession of an old ship's medicine chest which interests 
me very much and fortunately it contains the original lettering on the lid. It was 
from the Ship SALEM and apparently was furnished by a firm of druggists called Rush= 
ton, Clark and Company, with two New York addresses, 110 Broadway (10 Astor House) 
and 273 Broadway... 


I would be very grateful indeed for any information regarding these ships and 
also the firm of ship druggists. 


William M. Frick, 38 Francis Lane, Byram, Conn, Mr. Frick is introduced to the 
Guild by Mehrel Shank, Mr. Frick writes: Ship modeling is my primary interest be= 
cause I started young and learned early. I arrived in the Clipper Period because I 
felt that until I had built a clipper, I was not much of a ship model manj but I 
found there are more difficult ships by far and although a clipper requires a lot of 
time and work the actual job is not too hard. I have almost finished a 1/8th scale 
of the SOVERIGN OF THE SEAS, her bottom fully coppered with about 2,190 plates and 
with all the necessary rigging which runs into some 200 running lines in addition to 
the standing rigging, As a result of this work, I feel that I am qualified to help 
others and go on to writing a book on the subject by gathering up a lot of loose 
ends that I had difficulty in securing and which are usually left out or overlooked, 


° I am looking forward to making friends in the Guild and contacts with interest. 
. Get a copy of the U. S, Naval Institute Proceedings for April 1937 and read the 


article by Rear Admiral Simmons (Ret) NeReGe "Some Notes on Old Guns", "The Oregon 
Gun", "The Peacemaker of 18)", "The Swamp Angel","The Keokuk Gun", "The Brooks Rifle" 
and others of the 1860#65 period * 
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QUERIES 


In 1949, we found when we gave the names of the inquirers, that many of the 

, queries were answered direct, thus the Journal was by-passed and many interesting 
items were not made available to the membership at large. We therefore omitted the oe 
names of the members making the query so that all answers could be published in the 
Journal, However, we feel that to encourage inter=momber communication, and avoid f 
delay, we will now give the name of the member making each query. We trust the mem 
bers will send copies of the important items which in their opinion will be of gen= y 
eral interest to all. Secretary. 


Query No. 196 = By Max Lembke -= The Fate of the NEWSBOY -- See his article this 
issue. 


Query No. 197 = by Allan M, Saunders -= I have the lines and spar dimensions of RED 
JACKET but nced information on her deck lay-out from pictures, accounts, or drawingse 


Query No. 198 = by Jack Green - I want information and plans on the 7 mast steel 
schooner THOMAS W. LAWSON. Where can I find them? (Note, Capt. Steve Sullivan 
served in her.) 


Query Noe 199 — by Wayne B, Yarnall - Where can I buy good sugar pine for half models. 


Query No. 200 = by John M. Minuse = Hudson River Sloops == Where can I get some in= 
formation on these craft particularly the sloop LIBERTY built at Port Chester, NeY. 
The LIBERTY beat the VICTORINE and I would like to get her lines, 


Query No. 201 - by John M. Minuse =- American Eagle=-How can I get drawings to carve 
this famous bird, A fellow down in Marblehead made them for $50.00 each. You see 
them on many houses there. ae 


Query No, 202 = by Herbert S. Scott, 2300 Ne Ee22nd St., Oklahoma, City. Please 
send as soon as you can all possible data on Donald McKay's FLYING FISH not found 
in the June 1952 issue of the Nautical Research Journal. 


THE GUILD SLOP CHEST 


Ship in a bottle - 5 = 84x11" sheets, Complete instructions and drawings by 
Allan M. Saunders, This price covers cost of reproduction only. Send 25=3¢ stamps 
to the Secretary. 


Original signed etching by George Gale, entitled "Foretop"", Excellent Condi- 
tion, matted and framed, 12" x 19" overall, Reasonable. Thomas Hornsby, Chelten= 
ham, Pa 


For Sale: Sutherland (Wm.) "The Ship Builders Assistant, 179"t, 12 plates, 
2 being large plans of a 64 gun ship and a merchantman in separate portfolio. Re= 
bound in buckram, very clean. Price $50.00. Apply to the Secretary. 


GAM CHAIR 
A thoughtless oversight -=- Winston Langdon wrote the article on the description 

of the Morton=Waters List of Ship Photos=-Herbert S,. Scott wrote the fine articles on 

"Wood for Solid Hull Models"=-it is too bad we overlooked placing their names under 

the title... word to our member contributors to the Journal <= please use a separate .- 

sheet for all queries and answers =-=- do not embody them in your letters — Write 

articles on one side of the page —= and kindly write your names under the titles to 

your subject =—— We are not fussy, we need your writings in any form — but please 

observe these simple requests, it will be a great help at this end...Captain Steve 

Sullivan sends regards to the Afterguard and says he is just entering the Persian 

Gulf via London and Paris. HeD. Hamilton 

Date of mailing: July 16, 1952 
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